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RETAIL SHOPS AND FAIR TRADING LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2003 

496. Mr J.N. HYDE to the Minister for Consumer and Employment Protection: 
Will the minister advise the House whether the defeat of the Retail Shops and Fair Trading Legislation 
Amendment Bill 2003 in the Legislative Council has created greater certainty for consumers and small business? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE replied: 
I thank the member for his question. 
The Gallop Government has given and delivered certainty to retail traders and to consumers.  We made it very 
clear at the last election that no major change would be made to retail trading hours in the metropolitan area for 
the four years of the Gallop Government; we are delivering on that.  We also sought to give certainty so that the 
changes would commence in May next year and the existing arrangements could not be overturned by court 
action, given the way that they were put in place by regulation.  We therefore sought to make sure that there was 
certainty for this term of government and that there would be moderate change in the next term of government, 
with greater certainty for both retailers and customers.  However, now that that legislation has been struck down, 
we have found that there is uncertainty for businesses.  They are not sure what change there will be.  The 
position of the Liberal Party, which defeated the legislation in the other place, is one that flips and flops 
backwards and forwards.  The Leader of the Opposition was reported in the Albany Advertiser in March 2003 as 
saying -  

If I told you there wasn’t going to be deregulation I’d be telling you a lie . . .  

Clearly, in March 2003 the Leader of the Opposition was saying that there would be deregulation.  The Deputy 
Leader of the Opposition took a motion to the Liberal Party conference last year in which he sought support for 
no change from the lay part of the Liberal Party.  Of course it was overwhelmingly defeated.  On Liam Bartlett’s 
radio program on 4 August the Leader of the Opposition is reported as saying -  

. . . look, the trend is towards gradually freeing up trading hours, and I think that’s inevitably going to 
happen, over time.  What is important though is that any change happens sensibly, that all parties know 
what’s going on and they’ve got an opportunity to adjust.   

The Leader of the Opposition is saying that yes, there will be change and the Deputy Leader of the Opposition is 
saying that there will be no change.  We have an Opposition that does not have a position.  We do not know 
whether it will back change or no change.   

Mrs C.L. Edwardes:  Didn’t you raise this question last week?   

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  Is the current position of the Liberal Party for no change to trading hours in Perth? 

Mrs C.L. Edwardes:  Are you going to raise this question every week?   

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  Is the current position for no change? 

Mrs C.L. Edwardes:  Are you devoid of anything new?   

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  The Leader of the Opposition does not want to answer.  Members opposite do not want to 
go on the record.  They tell one group no change, and then walk out the door and tell someone else that they will 
consider moderate change.  We have a Liberal Opposition that simply wants to treat small business and 
consumers with contempt.  It tells different stories to different groups.  It is without integrity.  It has no 
understanding of honesty.  On that basis, it cannot be believed.  As we go into the next election, the Gallop 
Labor Government -  

Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan:  Come to Joondalup and have a public debate with me.   

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  Does the Deputy Leader of the Opposition have a position?  Does he believe in change?   

Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan:  Come and debate me. 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  The Deputy Leader of the Opposition does not want to answer.  He wants to use weasel 
words and tell one group one thing and another group the opposite.  This is an Opposition without substance that 
will not take a stand on an important issue that can be believed by Western Australia.   
 


